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VERVE ENERGY - MARKETING OF ELECTRICITY 

1263. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Energy 
I refer to a recent advertisement on behalf of Wesfarmers Energy for an Executive Marketing Manager for a new 
retail electricity operation. The advertisement referred to “a new electricity retailing business to market the 
output of certain power stations supplied by Premier Coal”, and, as Premier Coal supplies coal to Government 
owned power stations, will the Minister advise - 

(a) has Verve Energy entered into an arrangement with Wesfarmers Energy Ltd to market power 
from Verve (Government) owed power stations; and 

(i) if yes, what is the nature of that arrangement; 
(b) is Verve setting up a retail arrangement for its power from some or all of its coal fired 

operations to be marketed by a private company in opposition to the Government retailer, 
Synergy, and, if yes - 

(i) what exclusively does this arrangement have; and 
(ii) was Verve required to, and did it, put this opportunity out to tender; and 

(c) where does this leave Synergy in respect to retailing power from Premier Coal supplied power 
plants in Collie? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
The Minister for Energy has provided the following response: 

(a) Verve Energy aims to market electricity through a number of electricity retailers including 
Wesfarmers Energy. 

(i) Verve Energy will typically sell bulk electricity to electricity retailers. 

(b) Verve Energy is not involved in the retailing of electricity. However, consistent with the 
establishment of the wholesale electricity market, Verve Energy is actively seeking to provide 
wholesale electricity to both Synergy and privately-owned electricity retailers. 

(i) Verve Energy has not entered into any exclusive arrangements. 
(ii) The provision of wholesale electricity does not require tendering. 

(c) The vesting contract (published on Verve Energy's website) provides Synergy with a large 
quantity of wholesale electricity. Verve Energy stands ready to provide additional wholesale 
electricity to Synergy on commercial terms. 

 


